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Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:8 – “For by grace you have been saved through faith.  And this is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God.” 
 
Icebreaker: What is one of the most memorable gifts you’ve received? What made this gift so special to you? 
 
1. When we understand our condition before God, we recognize that it’s not viable to live our life the way He created us 
to. In Ezekiel 16:6-7, God reveals that we need something external to live—specifically, we need Him. How do the 
opening verses of Ezekiel 16 relate to our condition before God? Looking around you today, what are some signs of the 
hopeless spiritual condition of those who live alienated from God? 

Digging Deeper: In Ezekiel 16:6-7, God shows us that we needed something external from ourselves, Him, to 
live. How does Colossians 2:13 further explain Ezekiel 16:6-7? 

 
2. Paul writes in Romans 5:20 that the purpose of the Law from the Old Testament is to magnify our terrible condition. 
Why is it so striking that Sodom is referred to as Israel’s sister? In what ways was Israel “worse” than Sodom? 
 
3. After graphically describing Israel’s spiritual condition, Ezekiel 16 ends with a 
tremendous promise of grace. In Ezekiel 16:63, God says He would atone for all Israel 
has done. Why isn’t Israel forced to do something to achieve atonement? How does 
this principle speak to our atonement? 
 
4. Israel’s unrighteousness was exposed for all to see and described as the “shame of 
her nakedness.” How would it feel for someone to have all their sin and failings put on 
display? How did Jesus bear the shame and unrighteousness of Israel when He 
atoned for their sins? 
 
5. In Ezekiel 16:3 and 45, God references the parents of Israel. Why would it be jarring for Israel to be compared to 
Canaanites? What was God’s point in comparing Israel to the Amorites and Hittites? How does God correct this problem 
for His people (consider John 3)? 
 
Live It 
Where have you been trying to live your life on your own strength? 
In what ways are you paying false gods or chasing idols? 
How can you live within the power of God’s grace this week? 
 

GRACE IS MORE THAN A GIFT 
WE DON’T DESERVE.  

 
GRACE IS GIVING US 

SOMETHING WE COULD 
NEVER ACHIEVE—WHETHER 

WE DESERVE IT OR NOT. 



SERMON NOTES 
 

By Grace Alone—Salvation as God’s Response to Humanity’s Unviable Condition 
 
Ezekiel 16 presents three truths to help us understand God’s Grace 
 

1. Understand our condition before God—not viable to live the life for which He created us 
Question: Is the discarded baby in Ezekiel 16 free to live if she so chooses? 
Our spiritual life is unviable—incapable of life on our own. 
“God command what Thou willest, but give what Thou commandest.”—Augustine  
 
Question:  What has to happen to a discarded baby in order for it to live? 
Answer: Only something external to it must come to give it the possibility of life. 
Ezekiel 16:6; Colossians 2:13 
 
“God must first make himself known before we can know him, and he must first call us before we can call on him; and then 
his grace works within us to enable us to do this.” Carl Trueman, Grace Alone, p. 56 
 

2. Understand how God magnified our condition by showing us how we could never be righteous even with “rules.” 
Question: When you think of a wicked city in the Bible what city do you think of? 
Ezekiel 16:48,52.  God says Jerusalem! 
 
Question: Why was Israel “worse” than Sodom? 
Answer:  One reason is that Israel had been the recipient of the knowledge of God through the law. God had given Israel the 
beautiful adornments of God’s righteous requirements (Ezekiel 16:9–15). 
Paul summarizes in Romans 5:20 
 
Those with moral “rules” like Israel—the “religious”—or those without “rules” like Sodom—the “irreligious” — have the 
same issue because they are from the same parents. Our hearts love something other than God alone. And we give all or 
“pay” for these other gods. 
Ezekiel 16:44-45 
 
“Augustine’s great insight…is that sin is far more radical. It is something that is inherent in human beings after the fall. To 
have sinned in Adam is not simply to have followed a poor example. It is to be subject to a fundamental change in the human 
relationship to God and to self. It involves a corruption of human nature that came about directly as a result of Adam 
disobeying God. I love myself rather than God, am ignorant of the good, and I will die because of the actions of Adam long 
ago in the garden of Eden, confirmed here and now by my own twisted psychology and inability to love God as I should.” – 
Carl R. Trueman, Grace Alone, p. 79. 
 
We are incapable of loving God in our naturally born state and life. 
 

3. Understand that grace is God’s “gift” response to our unviable birth condition and our perpetually adulterous heart 
Ezekiel 16:60-63 
a. Israel (and you and I) paid for her false gods to love her, without ever being satisfied. What she (and you and I) would 

need is the One satisfying God who would love her and would pay for her—that would be grace.  
1 Peter 1:18 

b. Israel (and you and I) was exposed in the “shame of her nakedness” (her unrighteousness). What she (and you and I) 
would need was a God who is righteous who would bear the shame of her nakedness and give her His righteousness—
that would be grace. 
Mark 15:24; 2 Corinthians 5:21 

c. Israel (and you and I) was born from adulterous parents. What she (and you and I) would need was to be born again 
through a pure parent—that would be grace. 
John 3:3-7; John 1:12-13 

 
GRACE FIRST AND FOREMOST IS GOD’s LOVING RESPONSE TO OUR INABILITY TO DO ANYTHING ABOUT OUR CONDITION. THUS 
GRACE IS NO MERE SENTIMENT OR PITY, BUT IT IS GOD’s REAL RESPONSE IN GIVING THE PERSON AND WORK OF JESUS CHRIST. 
 


